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AR 4260 Prerequisites and Corequisites                Issued: December 8, 2020 
 
References: 
 Board Policy 4260 – Prerequisites and Corequisites  

Title 5 Sections 55000, 55003, and 58106 
 
Prerequisites, corequisites, advisories, and limitations are necessary to ensure that 
students succeed in their coursework and have access to the courses they require. It is 
important to have prerequisites in place where they are a vital factor in maintaining 
academic standards. It is also necessary to ensure that prerequisites, corequisites, 
advisories, and limitations do not constitute unjustifiable obstacles to student success and 
access.  
 
The faculty in the discipline or, if the College has no faculty member in the discipline, the 
faculty in the department are responsible for establishing prerequisites and corequisites 
through the curriculum process. The approval of a prerequisite or corequisite must be 
based on the determination that it is necessary and appropriate for a student’s readiness 
to enter a course or program. 
 
The level of scrutiny required to establish prerequisites, corequisites, and advisories on 
recommended preparation shall be based on content review or content review with 
statistical validation. Determinations about prerequisites and corequisites shall be made on 
a course-by-course or program-by-program basis, including those establishing 
communication and computational skill requirements. Prerequisites, corequisites, and 
advisories shall be reviewed at least once every six years, except that prerequisites, 
corequisites, and advisories for vocational courses or programs shall be reviewed every 
two years.  
 
No prerequisite or corequisite may be established or renewed unless it is determined to be 
necessary and appropriate to achieve the purpose for which it has been established. A 
prerequisite or corequisite need not be scrutinized using content review or content review 
with statistical validation if: 

1. it is required by statute or regulation; 
2. it is part of a closely-related lecture-laboratory course pairing within a discipline; 
3. it is required by four-year institutions; 
4. baccalaureate institutions will not grant credit for a course unless it has the 

particular communication or computation skill prerequisite; or 
5. it is a corequisite that has been recommended through placement guidelines 

approved by the Chancellor for the California Community Colleges. 
 
A course prerequisite, corequisite, recommended preparation or enrollment limitation is 
subject to change. Questions regarding the status of the conditions of enrollment for a 
particular course should be directed to the academic division responsible for the course.  
 
The curriculum review process is described in the College Curriculum Handbook. As a 
regular part of the course review process, which is every six years or two years for career 
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technical education courses, prerequisites, corequisites, or advisories shall be reviewed to 
establish that each is still supported by the faculty in the discipline or department and by 
the curriculum committee and is still in compliance with the law.   
 
Definitions: 

Prerequisite: A prerequisite is a condition of enrollment that a student is required to 
meet in order to demonstrate current readiness for enrollment in a course or 
educational program. A prerequisite must be met before enrolling in a course or 
educational program.  
Corequisite: A corequisite is a condition of enrollment consisting of a course that a 
student is required to take simultaneously to enroll in another course.  
Advisories on Recommended Preparation: Advisories on recommended preparation 
is a condition of enrollment that a student is advised, but not required, to meet 
before, or in conjunction with, enrollment in a course or educational program.   
Enrollment Limitation: An enrollment limitation means that a student may be 
required to meet certain conditions before enrolling in a course. This may apply to 
such courses as intercollegiate competition courses, public performance courses, or 
honors courses, or courses with legal requirements imposed by statutes, 
regulations, or contracts.  

 
Review of Individual Courses: 
If the student's enrollment in a course or program is to be contingent on his/her having met 
the proposed prerequisite(s) or corequisite(s), then such a prerequisite or corequisite must 
be established as follows.  If enrollment is not blocked, then what is being established is 
not a prerequisite or corequisite but, rather, an advisory on recommended preparation and 
must be identified as such in the schedule and catalog.  Establishing advisories does not 
require all the following steps. 
 

1. Advisories on Recommended Preparation 
Faculty may recommend that a student meet a standard of readiness at entry only if 
recommended by the faculty in the discipline or department and by the curriculum 
committee as provided in above.  This process is required whether the College used 
to describe such recommendations in its catalog or schedule as "prerequisites," or 
"recommended," or by any other term. 

 
2. Limitations on Enrollment 

The types of limitation on enrollment specified below may only be established 
through the curriculum review process by the discipline or department faculty and 
the curriculum committee specified above including the requirement to review them 
again at least every six years; for example, as part of program review.  The 
following requirements must also be met in order to establish these particular 
limitations on enrollment. 
a. Performance Courses – Faculty may establish audition or try-out as a 

limitation on enrollment for courses that include public performance or 
intercollegiate competition such as but not limited to band, orchestra, theater, 
competitive speech, chorus, journalism, dance, and intercollegiate athletics. 
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Limitations on enrollment established as provided for performance courses 
shall be reviewed during the course review process to determine whether the 
audition or try-out process is having a disproportionate impact on any 
historically under-represented group and, if so, a plan shall be adopted to 
seek to remedy the disproportionate impact. If disproportionate impact has 
been found, the limitation on enrollment may not be printed in subsequent 
catalogs or schedules nor enforced in any subsequent term until such a plan 
has been endorsed by the department and the College administration and 
put into effect. 

 
b. Honors Courses – A limitation on enrollment for an honors course of a course may be 

established if, in addition to the review by the faculty in the discipline or department and by 
the curriculum committee as provided above, there is another course or courses at the 
College which satisfy the same requirements.   

 
c. Blocks of Courses or Sections – Blocks of sections of courses are two or more courses or 

sections for which enrollment is limited in order to create a cohort of students.  Such a 
limitation on enrollment may be established if, in addition to review by the faculty in the 
discipline or department and by the Curriculum Committee as provided above, there is 
another section or another course or courses that satisfy the same requirement.  
 
Implementing Prerequisites, Corequisites, and Limitations on Enrollment:  
Implementation of prerequisites, corequisites, and limitations on enrollment must be done 
in a consistent manner and not left exclusively to the classroom instructor.  Every attempt 
shall be made to enforce all conditions a student must meet to be enrolled in the course 
through the registration process so that a student is not permitted to enroll unless he/she 
has met all the conditions or has met all except those for which he/she has a pending 
challenge or for which further information is needed before final determination is possible 
of whether the student has met the condition. 
 
Challenging a Prerequisite or Corequisite: 
Any prerequisite or corequisite may be challenged by a student on one or more of the 
grounds listed below. The student shall bear the initial burden of showing that grounds 
exist for the challenge. Challenges shall be resolved in a timely manner and, if the 
challenge is upheld, the student shall be permitted to enroll in the course or program in 
question. Grounds for challenge are: 

1. The prerequisite or corequisite has not been established in accordance with the 
district's process for establishing prerequisites and corequisites; 

2. The prerequisite or corequisite is in violation of Title 5, Section 55003; 
3. The prerequisite or corequisite is either unlawfully discriminatory or is being applied 

in an unlawfully discriminatory manner; 
4. The student has the knowledge or ability to succeed in the course or program 

despite not meeting the prerequisite or corequisite; or 
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5. The student will be subject to undue delay in attaining the goal of his or her 
educational plan because the prerequisite or corequisite course has not been made 
reasonably available.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


