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NEWS

Compton College Honors Student Scholars
at Annual Academic Awards Dinner

CSUDH Among Partners with SCE on $20
Million Clean Energy Optimization Pilot
CARSON—California State University,
Dominguez Hills (CSUDH) has been selected
as one of two California State University (CSU)
campuses in a new Clean Energy Optimization
Pilot in partnership between Southern California Edison (SCE) and the CSU and University
of California (UC) systems.
“This is a wonderful opportunity for us to
prove to the rest of the community what we can
all achieve with the right support in the fight to
combat global climate change,” said CSUDH’s
Central Plant/Energy Manager Kenny Seeton.
“It’s a great honor and responsibility to be chosen to provide proof of concept of the ways that
we can all reduce our greenhouse gas footprint
in our institutions.”
CSUDH has made it a priority to implement innovative projects in an effort to help
California meet its 2030 GHG targets and has
already made significant progress in addressing the action items. The pilot program will
help expand the reach and breadth of these efforts, which include but are not limited to the
following:
• In 2018, CSUDH became the first to participate in an innovative load relief program
that combines artificial intelligence (AI)-energy storage and demand response. The energy
storage system consists of 20 large Tesla battery
banks to reduce its impact on the local power
grid and make the campus more sustainable.
• The university is phasing in HVAC upgrades that are solar powered, resulting in a
zero-dollar electricity bill under the auspices

Compton College held its
annual Academic Awards Tea
on May 14 and recognized the
academic achievements of 58
honor students, three Presidential Scholars, and 41 scholarship recipients. Scholarships
awarded to the students totaled $32,100.
The 2019 Presidential
Scholars are Ana Ruiz Bonaparte, Armida Ramirez, and
Stephanie Arely Zacatares.
Presidential Scholars represent
students who have shown academic strength, singular focus
and the desire to reach their
highest potential while overcoming obstacles in the pursuit
of their dreams. The Presidential Scholar program recognizes outstanding students who
are graduating with a 3.7 grade
point average or higher.

ANA RUIZ BONAPARTE
Ana Ruiz Bonaparte is a
student at the Compton Early
College High School, which is
a partnership between Compton College and the Compton Unified School District.
This June, she will graduate
with her high school diploma AND an associate degree
from Compton College with
an impressive 3.94 cumulative
GPA! She plans to transfer to
San Francisco State University
as a humanities major in fall

of the pilot program.
• CSUDH is upgrading its central plant
chillers from natural gas to all-electric models
and replacing the outdated boiler with a more
efficient model to support new building projects.
• The university is expanding its solar power capacity and has Requests for Proposals out
for the installation of additional rooftop solar
arrays on several buildings.
• The campus has installed more energy efficient interior and exterior Enlighted controls
and LED lighting in certain areas of campus and
would expand the project
The action items
under the pilot program.
•
Electric
vehicle
include…
charging stations are proreplacing assets
vided on campus for faculty, staff, and students.
that use fossil
“In addition to a comfuels, increasing
mitment to integrate sustainability into the acasolar energy
demic curriculum, CSU
has a long-standing histogeneration and
ry of pursuing sustainable
electricity
practices in all areas of
the university,” said Aarstorage capacity,
on Klemm, CSU’s chief of
installing electric
energy and sustainability. “This partnership will
vehicle charging
open up new pathways for
stations.
our university to act on the
climate emergency.”

2019. She dedicated to giving
back and regularly volunteers
in community service projects organized by Multiplying
Good, a leadership club at her
high school. She is proud of
the opportunity given to her
by the Compton Early College
High School partnership. “Not
only has Compton College
influenced the type of person
that I want to be, but I am confident it has prepared me to
go on to a four-year university
and meet my career and personal goals,” said Bonaparte.

ARMIDA RAMIREZ
Armida Ramirez will graduate with an associate degree
this June and a notable 4.0 cumulative GPA. She is a nursing
major who plans to continue
her studies at Compton College in the Nursing Program.
Ramirez is a first-generation
college student who enrolled
at Compton College at the age
of 26 while also caring for her
two children, maintaining a
high GPA, and working fulltime. She is from an immigrant
family where her parents always believed in work before
education. Upon graduation
from high school in 2018, she
was accepted at three universities including USC, however, personal barriers kept her
from enrolling. She now un-

derstands what a privilege it
is to attend college. “Compton
College not only allows you to
see education as a pathway to
uplift those out of poverty but
also toward upward social mobility,” said Ramirez. “Thank
you, Compton College, for all
you have done for me and my
fellow students.”
STEPHANIE ARELY
ZACATARES
Stephanie Arely Zacatares
will graduate with an associate degree and a cumulative
GPA of 3.61. She is a sociology
major who plans to transfer to
UC Santa Barbara followed by
law school. Zacatares aspires to
be an immigration lawyer in her
future career. She is an advocate
for immigrant family rights and
volunteers by advocating for
legislation with the Temporary
Protected Alliance at the Central
American Resource Center in
Los Angeles. She never thought
she would have the opportunity to transfer to a four-year
university. “I have had extraordinary advisors and counselors
at Compton College that have
motivated me to transfer,” said
Zacatares. “Thanks to Compton College, I can now say that
I have a brighter future in academia and a strong support
system that is rooting in my
favor.”

STUDENT DEBT
continued from page 1

Then the graduates broke into the salary, per his calculations. In an inbiggest cheers of the morning and stant, that number vanished.
stood up, applauding. Morehouse
Mitchom, sitting in the crowd,
said it is the single largest gift to the wept.
college.
“I can delete that spreadsheet,” he
Though college officials could said in an interview after the comnot provide an estimate of the exact mencement.
amount owed by the current grad“I don’t have to live off of peanut
uating class, students graduate with butter and jelly sandwiches. I was
an average debt
shocked. My heart
of $30,000 to
dropped. We all
“We are enough to
$40,000, said Tercried. In the moensure that we have ment it was like a
rance L. Dixon,
vice president of
burden had been
all
the
opportunities
enrollment mantaken off.”
of the American dream. His mother,
agement.
Smith,
who
Mitchom,
And we will show it to Tina
received an honwas also shocked.
orary doctorate
each other through Eight family memfrom Morehouse
bers,
including
our actions and
during the cereMitchom’s 76-yearmony, had already
old
grandmother,
through our words
announced a $1.5
took turns over
million gift to the and through our deeds.” four years co-signschool.
ing on the loans
Smith said he expected the recip- that got him across the finish line.
ients to “pay it forward” and said he
“It takes a village,” she said. “It
hoped that “every class has the same now means he can start paying it foropportunity going forward.”
ward and start closing this gap a lot
“Because we are enough to take sooner, giving back to the college and
care of our own community,” Smith thinking about a succession plan” for
said. “We are enough to ensure that his younger siblings.
we have all the opportunities of the
Morehouse College president
American dream. And we will show David A. Thomas said the gift would
it to each other through our actions have a profound effect on the stuand through our words and through dents’ futures.
our deeds.”
“Many of my students are interIn the weeks before graduat- ested in going into teaching, for exing from Morehouse on Sunday, ample, but leave with an amount of
22-year-old finance major Aaron student debt that makes that untenMitchom drew up a spreadsheet to able,” Thomas said in an interview.
calculate how long it would take him “In some ways, it was a liberation gift
to pay back his $200,000 in student for these young men that just opened
loans—25 years at half his monthly up their choices.”

(L-R) Ava Bonaparte, Armida Ramirez, Stephanie Zacatares

Dennis J. Freeman for The Bulletin

Long Beach Poly girls 4x100 relay team (Seniors Saudria Martin, Lauren Reed, Queen Okoh and
junior Sarah Ayer captured CIF-Southern Section Masters Meet in 46.07 seconds for first place last
Saturday at El Camino College in Torrance. The Jackrabbits will move on to the state meet.

