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BACKGROUND

College Campus

West Hills College Coalinga Coalinga

College of the Redwoods Eureka

Cerro Coso College – Mammoth Campus Mammoth Lakes

Feather River College Quincy

Shasta College Redding

Reedley College Reedley

Sierra College Rocklin

Columbia College Sonora

Lassen College Susanville

Taft College Taft

College of Siskiyous Weed

http://classroom.synonym.com/list-community-colleges-california-dorms-6060726.html


Gensler Research conducted a 
two-year focus group studying 
colleges around the country to 
understand current and future 
trends relative to the student 
campus experience.  

Areas of exploration included 
Residential Halls, Recreation, 
Technology and Dining, with 
particular focus on the creation of 
Living-Learning Neighborhood 
Campus Network / Ecosystem. 
Three key trends emerged…

Community

Connection

Flexibility

RE-ALIGNING THE STUDENT EXPERIENCE



Our Findings:

• Not a race to compete with market-housing 
• Re-prioritize college experience to include 

Academic Support & Integration 
• Amenities strategically located

• Indoor and outdoor spaces
• High visibility
• Easily accessible on Travel routes

TREND #1:  AMENITIES ARE ABOUT COMMUNITY NOT COMFORT



Our Findings:

• Traditional Doubles/Triples
• Improved Support Structure
• Fewer Roommate Conflicts

• Shared facilities such as restrooms, kitchens & 
laundry, are opportunities to build life-long 
bonds

• Essence of building community at various scales

TREND #2:  VALUE INTERACTION OVER PRIVACY



“Students prefer The Oaks over 
the newer Vista La Verne, despite 
the ‘newer amenities’.

“I would give up my own 
bathroom at La Verne to live in 
Oaks because the experience of 
living here is so much more.”

“I really love the social 
atmosphere. Even though the 
rooms are the smallest on-campus, 
it has great community.”

What Students are saying…
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Common Area 
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BLACKSTONE HALL

VISTA LA VERNE

THE OAKS Circulation Residential Unit Area
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Max Interaction

246 GSF / BED

211 GSF / BED

170 GSF / BED

TREND #2:  VALUE INTERACTION OVER PRIVACY



Our Findings:

• Multi-Purpose spaces for changing needs
• Student ‘ownership’ = more use
• Ubiquitous technology
• Reconfigurable furniture 
• Adaptable residential units

TREND #3:  FLEXIBILITY + ADAPTABILITY



How do student’s attitude & focus shift throughout the semester?

TREND #3:  FLEXIBILITY + ADAPTABILITY



FURNITURE ELEMENTS



RESIDENTIAL UNIT SIZES



RESIDENTIAL UNIT CONFIGURATIONS



OPPORTUNITY



OPPORTUNITY



OPTION #1:  540 BEDS ON 2 LEVELS



OPTION #2:  540 BEDS ON 2 LEVELS


