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phase i

phase ii
> Design prefabricated modules based on program 
developed with Compton College, the TSN and 
Jovenes. 

> Develop a kit-of-parts for statewide use with 
Compton College as a pilot project. 

> Phase I - 100 beds with future expansion to 540 
total beds.

> Develop a cost effective solution that includes 
rooms, support spaces, and circulation elements that 
stack to create a 2-4 story building

Supportive Student Living
project site

project goals



a plan for implementation

Create a regulatory pathway and 
connect Compton College with a 
modular developer and operator

developing the program

Work with the Tartar Support 
Network to develop the program 

for sleeping room and support 
modules

designing the module

Develop the module design based 
on the program while leveraging 

our knowledge with modular 
housing

The Process



OPPORTUNITIES

Reduce construction
schedule by 40%

Increased construction
quality and consistency

Quicker and quieter for neighbors;  
safer for factory construction workers

Less waste and fewer transportation-
related emissions

Inexperienced regulatory environment
3rd party inspectors, multiple AHJs

Structural redundancies
between modules

Transportation + logistics challenges - 
uncertain module size limits + freight costs

Proprietary module
design + assembly systems

CONSTRAINTS

Modular Design



citizen m

Modular Design
precedents

ambrosia confianza



My Place Apartment Housing 
RAPID RESPONSE TO HOMELESSNESS
My Place is a 4-storey apartment building constructed out of 40 modular 
units manufactured at ATCO’s plant in Calgary, AB and complexed 
together on site in Vernon. It has 52 residential units with kitchenettes 
and bathrooms, and a common area with a dining room including a 
commercial kitchen, lounge, medical office, laundry and reception.

My Place is designed to assist people in transitioning from homelessness 
to being healthy and housed. Space is provided for on-site support 
services, including employment, addiction and mental health counselling.

ATCO provided a complete turnkey design-build solution for the client by 
providing a fixed price contract for the design, supply, transportation, 
installation, construction and all work necessary to deliver the project 
including permits and approvals from authorities having jurisdiction.

PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS
• DATE: 2019

• LOCATION: Vernon, BC

• SQUARE FOOTAGE: 2,571 m2
or 27,676 sq. ft.

• CLIENT: BC Housing

• OCCUPANCY: 52 units

• EQUIPMENT:
• 4 Story
• 49 standard units
• 3 Barrier Free units
• Patio, gardens and common

areas

• MARKET SEGMENT: Affordable
Housing

My Place Apartment Complex
Affordable Housing

Project Photo/s

Project Photo/s

module size

stacKing

WIDTH =  8’ MIN

        >12’ = PILOT CAR

        >15’ = CHP ESCORT

LENGTH =     30’ MIN

         45’-60’ PREFERRED

         75’ MAX

HEIGHT =     11’ PREFERRED

         13’-4’ MAX

W
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Modular Strategy
preserving design options
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Modular Strategy
preserving design options

more volume = better value



Phase I Program
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3 X studY 
lounges

20 X double
room

20 X double
suite

20 X studios

3 X studY 
lounges

2 X studY 
lounges

3 X shared
Kitchens

3 X shared
Kitchens

3 X shared
baths
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B X 20

studio units = 20 beds

C X 20
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douBle
INCOMING STUDENTS
RESPONSIBLE ONLY FOR 
IMMEDIATE SLEEPING AREA
SHARED BATHROOMS
SHARED KITCHENS
SHARED LOUNGES

RETURNING STUDENTS
RESPONSIBLE FOR ROOM + 
BATHROOM W/ ROOMMATE
IN-SUITE BATHROOMS
SHARED KITCHENS
SHARED LOUNGES

MORE MATURE STUDENTS
RESPONSIBLE FOR BATHROOM + 
KITCHENETTE
INCREASED RESPONSIBILITY + 
PRIVACY - REQUIRES THE MOST 
MATURE STUDENTS

douBle suite studio

A B C

Dorm Modules



2

1

3

5

4

bed

desk

closet

built-in pin board

entrY door

Dorm Modules_Double

A
2 2

1 1

3 35

4 4



2

1

3

5

4

bed

desk

closet

built-in pin board

entrY door

Dorm Modules_Double

A
2 2

1 1

3 35

4 4



Dorm Modules_Double Suite
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study lounge
2-3 module siZe
comFY chairs, 
studY tables
open to outdoor 
green space Where 
possible

2 module siZe
min. 1/Floor at dorm 
units
maX. 5 students / FiXture

1 / Floor at dorm units +
dorm suites
countertops + appliances
built-in booths
co-locate With lounge space

shared BathrooM shared kitchen
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BATHROOMEBATHROOM FFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFF

Amenity Modules



shared kitchenstudy lounge_LG study lounge_SM

Amenity Modules



> Expand green space from planned academic quad to 
link residences to the campus.

> Incorporate porosity at ground plane for circulation 
and connection to existing central campus.

> Phase I - 100 beds with future expansion to 540 
total beds.

> Each residential typology occupies its own wing, 
which can be expanded or contracted to customize 
each project to its site.

Supportive Student Living
putting it all together

planning principles

phase i

phase ii



A

A x 20 + + +
doubles = 40 beds 3 X studY 

lounges
20 X double

room
3 X shared
kitchens

3 X shared
baths
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EACH TYPOLOGICAL GROUP IS LAID OUT AS AN 

EXPANDABLE CLUSTER

Supportive Student Living
putting it all together



A

B

A x 20 + + +
doubles = 40 beds 3 X studY 

lounges
20 X double

room
3 X shared
kitchens

3 X shared
baths
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++B x 20
20 X double

suite
3 X studY 
lounges

3 X shared
kitchens

double suites = 40 beds
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Supportive Student Living
putting it all together: abc 123



A

B

C

+C x 20
20 X studios 2 X studY 

lounges
studio units = 20 beds
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Supportive Student Living
putting it all together: abc 123

A x 20 + + +
doubles = 40 beds 3 X studY 

lounges
20 X double

room
3 X shared
kitchens

3 X shared
baths
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++B x 20
20 X double

suite
3 X studY 
lounges

3 X shared
kitchens

double suites = 40 beds
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STACK TO THE DESIRED HEIGHT AND CUSTOMIZE TO 

ACCOMMODATE SITE OPPORTUNITIES + CONSTRAINTS

ACCENTUATE ENTRY FROM QUAD

DISTRIBUTE GREEN SPACES TO 
PROMOTE CROSS VENTILATION 
AND PASSIVE COOLING

EQUITABLY DISTRIBUTE SOCIAL 
SPACES

CREATE A LARGER ENTRY POINT 
TO FRAME THE GREEN

Supportive Student Living
putting it all together: abc 123



 

dorm units

double suites

studio units

shared kitchens

shared bathrooms

lounges / terraces

vertical circulation

Supportive Student Living
putting it all together: abc 123



Supportive Student Living
putting it all together: abc 123
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L I V I N G  C O M M U N I T I E S
FOR STUDENTS IN NEED


